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September 27, 2006

Dear Darlene,

My name is Kevin Borer and I’m a sophomore at Northeastern University, and I am involved in the FIRST Robotics program at there.  I would like to tell you a little about this program because I believe it may be of interest to Foster Miller.  FIRST is a competition that pairs teams of high school students, college students, and adult mentors from companies of all sizes against each other in an annual competition.  Each year a new challenge is put forth in January, and teams have only have six weeks to create a fully working and competitive machine.  As you know this is no easy task, we have to brainstorm, design, prototype, build, and test all of the different systems on a robot in only six weeks.  To add to this challenge we are given a complete set of rules and regulations to adhere to and only a small box of standard parts with which to start.  
For ten years now the Nutrons have been building robots to compete in this “super bowl of smarts.”  Who are the Nutrons?  We are a group of students and faculty from Northeastern University who partner with high school students from Boston Latin High School, Brookline High School, Charlestown High School, and other local high schools.  In 2001 we won the national competition which was held at Disney World’s Epcot center.  In addition to participating each year in the FIRST competition against a thousand teams from around the world, we run a year round program for high school students.  We use robotics as a means of getting these high school age youth interested in pursuing science and technology in both higher education and as a career choice. 

This program is very ambitious, and requires vast amounts of recourses each year.  We maintain our own fully functioning lab and machine shop at Northeastern University that has many of the necessary tools and machinery.  We are currently trying to upgrade the machinery in our lab and machine shop in order to keep up with advances in computing technology, machinery, and building techniques.  The robot itself costs a significant amount to build, and in addition to this there are travel expenses, shipping costs, and many other required costs to make a team successful.  It is no wonder that teams partner with sponsors like NASA, UTC, GM, and iRobot.   
  We are looking to expand our team and we believe that Foster Miller would be a great addition. Our team is growing, and we are developing more technical and better engineered robots than ever before. We are also reaching out to more high school and college students to try and make it so that everyone who wants to be in FIRST can participate. In order to do so we need appropriate funding and support from our local companies. Help comes in many forms, from sponsorships to technical support from engineers which enables us to expand our designs and ideas.  Attached to this letter is a package which outlines more about the benefits of the FIRST program and the Nutrons team.  Please read through it and feel free to contact me with any questions. Our goal is to inspire to youth of Boston, and we could use your help.
Sincerely,

Kevin Borer

Nutrons Robotics

Student CFO
Nutrons FIRST Robotics Program

Northeastern University, Boston Latin School, Brookline High School, 

207 Snell Engineering, Northeastern University, Boston, MA 02115

Phone: (201)-874-0571/Email: kborer22@gmail.com/Web: www.nutrons.neu.edu
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